
MEMORANDUM 

To: Town Council       

From:  Ray Carpentino, Town Manager 

Date: 5/2/2024 

Subject: Town Manager’s Report  

Copies: File 

High School Grout Repair 

The grout restoration work and replacement of the main drain at the Hight School.  The 

project should require 6-7 weeks for completion.  No scheduled activities will be impacted.   

Memorial Day Parade 

REMINDER:  The Memorial Day Parade will take place Monday May 27th, beginning at 9:30 

AM starting at the High School and ending at Veteran’s Memorial Green.  To participate or to 

volunteer please contact:  Rita Chhabra (860) 258-2772 or Henry Vasel (860) 982-0875 

Walk this May 

It’s time once again for the Four Town Walking Competition between Rocky Hill, Berlin, Newington and 

Wethersfield.  The competition will run from May 1st – May 31st.  Those interested in join the competition 

may contact the Central CT Health District at 860-785-8380, ext. 216 or visit www.ccthd.org/walking-

competition.      

Pickle Ball  

Bids for the pickle ball courts project were opened on 4/29.  The low bid was submitted by Hinding Tennis 

LLC at a cost of $417,773.  The bid will be referred to Finance on 5/9.   

Up-date 

 Attached you find up-date report on recent Planning & Zoning activities for your review.

 Attached you will find a COST (Council of Small Towns) legislative up-date on major

bills being considered for this session for your review.
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ZONING REGULATION AMENDMENTS: 

• Zoning Text amendment, November 2020 , Zoning Policy for Reasonable Accommodation-

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Fair Housing Act (FHA)

• Zoning text amendment January 2022 to be in compliance  with State law

for required parking for multi-family housing to require no more than 1 space for a 1 bedroom and

2  spaces for a 2 BR or more unit

• Zoning Text amendment approved in December 2022 for the Regional Commercial Zone

(vicinity of Interchange 24) to allow for mix use developments with 10% units being designated as

affordable as defined by Statute

• Zoning Regulation Amendment to modify the already existing language for approval for

Accessory Apartments to be an administrative process   only

APPROVED DEVELOPMENTS: 

• 125 Henkel Way, the Town’s first and only Affordable Housing Application under Section 8-30g

CT State Statutes since the law took effect in 1989,  96 units ( 90-1BR, 6 – 2BR)  with 29 units

designated affordable as defined by Statute

• 2418 Main Street, Kelson Row approved for 213 apartments as part of a mixed-use development,

( 93  -1BR , 120 – 2BR  with 22 units  designated affordable as defined by Statute;  proposed

modified coming  before Planning & Zoning Commission  in May 2024 to eliminate the office

space, add a story to  building #11  creating 12 additional apartments and adding one additional

affordable unit for a total of 23 affordable units

• 1344 Silas Deane,  approved to allow for a conversion of an office building to mixed use  office

and  59 apartments with 6 units designated affordable as defined by Statute

• 1800 Silas Deane, Stepney Place, approved 72 apartments ( 9 – studio, 18 – 1BR, 36 – 2BR,  9 –

3BR)  with 11 units designated affordable as defined by Statute

• 2094 Silas Deane also known as BelAir Circle ( private Road),  approved for 26  - 2BR units with

3 units designated affordable as defined by Statute

AFFORDABLE HOUSIN PLAN/COMMITTEE: 

• Ordinance created, applications received, reviewed, Council appointed members

• Introductory special meeting held April 9th

• Second special  meeting  May 2, 2024

K. Ricci    5-1-2024
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MAJOR BILLS - LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
April 30, 2024 

BUDGET & BOND PACKAGE 

HB-5047 – STEAP Grants - Includes provisions increasing the grant amount under the Small 
Town Economic Assistance Program (STEAP) from $500,000 to $1 million. Status: Awaiting 
action by the House. (COST supports) 

SB-10 – Bond Package – Adjusts the bond package approved last year by authorizing 1) $10 
million to waste diversion programs, possibly pilot municipal food scrap diversion and other 
recycling programs; 2) An additional $15 million for the Local Capital Improvement Program 
(LoCIP); 3) $10 million for climate resiliency, and 4) $15 million for microgrid & resilience grant 
and loan program. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST supports) 

SB-375 – Pequot/Mohegan Grant –  Increases funding for the grant program to provide $139.38 
million in additional resources to municipalities. Currently, the program is funded at $51.5 
million and grants to municipalities must be prorated. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. 
(COST supports) 

EDUCATION 

Education Funding - Governor’s proposed budget redirects the additional funding approved last 
year for K-12 “education financing reform” in FY 25 by: 1) Redirecting $5.7 million to adjust ECS 
funding to reflect changes in enrollment, student needs, and community wealth, 2) Reducing 
increased funding slated for magnet, charter, open choice, and Vo-ag and science schools, 3) 
Redirecting funding to support universal free school breakfast and reduced-price meal subsidy 
program, the Learner Engagement and Attendance Program (LEAP), and increasing funding for 
the CT Technical High School System, 4) Shifting funding to support childcare initiatives. Status: 
Died in the Appropriations Committee.  

HB-5212 - Education Financing Reform – Restores education finance reform funding that would 
have been redirected under the Governor’s proposed budget. The bill also maintains the 
accelerated ECS phase-in and holds harmless municipalities harmless from any loss of ECS 
funding. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST supports) 

SB-5 - Special Education Excess Cost Funding – To address concerns that the amount budgeted 
for special education excess costs fell $75 million short in reimbursing municipalities, SB-5 
would make the Excess Cost grant an entitlement grant to ensure that districts receive adequate 
funding. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST supports) 

SB-381 - Teachers’ Salaries – Sets a minimum salary level of $60,000 for teachers and includes 
an escalator clause to increase salaries on an annual basis. Provides $1000 bonuses for teachers 
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employed during COVID. Status: Amended by the Appropriations Committee to strip out the 
minimum salary levels, sent to the Senate. (COST opposed) 

HB-5437 - Mandate Relief - (1) Creates an advisory council that will analyze the costs associated 
with new mandates regarding professional development and in-service training; (2) repeals 
duplicative education in-service training mandates (3) adds a 20 mile radius limitation to the 
mandate that school districts send organic food waste to an authorized source-separated 
organic material composting facility; (4) expands the reserve fund for regional school districts to 
include all educational expenditures (stripped from the bill); and (5) allows local boards of 
education to directly deposit any unexpended education funds into the unexpended education 
funds account at the end of the fiscal year (stripped from the bill). Status: Amended by the 
Appropriations Committee, sent to the House. (COST opposed provisions regarding unexpended 
education funds, which were stripped from the bill) 

SB-287 - Indoor Air Quality - Allows the cost of performing the uniform inspection and 
evaluation of HVAC systems to be a reimbursable cost under the grant program; and provides 
boards of education flexibility when it comes to performing inspections and evaluations. Status: 
Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST supports) 

ENERGY & TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

HB-5232 – Solar PV Property Tax – Subjects solar PV systems to a Uniform Capacity Tax (UCT) of 
$8,000/megawat. The intent is to ensure that municipali�es receive the same level of revenues 
under the UCT that they would otherwise be able to nego�ate under a Tax Stabiliza�on 
Agreement. Also requires municipali�es to establish a simplified planning and zoning approval 
process for solar canopy project applica�ons and to approve or deny such applica�ons within six 
months. Status: Amended by the House to study the UCT issue, sent to the Senate. (COST 
supports with revisions) 

SB-198 – Si�ng Council - Adds a municipal representa�ve to the CT Si�ng Council to address 
concerns that the Council is not adequately addressing municipal concerns regarding the si�ng 
of facili�es on wetlands, core forests, & other environmentally sensi�ve areas. Status: Awaiting 
action by the Senate. (COST supports) 

HB-5507 – Si�ng Council - Requires electric companies to no�fy municipali�es of any proposed 
electric transmission lines and includes other provisions to address municipal concerns. Status: 
Awaiting action by the House. (COST supports) 

HB-5361 - Si�ng Council - Revises the CT Si�ng Council approval process for certain renewable 
energy projects and requires the council to follow condi�ons imposed by a municipality for 
certain projects near an exis�ng facility with a capacity greater than 100 megawats. Status: 
Awaiting action by the House. (COST supports) 
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HB-5453 – Si�ng Council - Makes changes to the membership of the Connec�cut Si�ng Council, 
require addi�onal cost-benefit analysis and informa�on concerning related projects for certain 
proposed facili�es, require addi�onal no�fica�ons to the owner of property intended to be 
condemned and make addi�onal revisions to the process for gran�ng applica�ons for a 
cer�ficate. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST supports) 

SB-3 – Broadband Access – Aimed at increasing access to affordable broadband service, aligning 
with the State’s defini�on of “digital equity”, including calling for “public broadband 
investments” which align with the work of the Commission on Educa�on Technology, including 
the establishment of the Connec�cut Educa�on Network (CEN), which provides secure, high-
speed Internet connec�ons to more than 600 educa�onal, municipal, and government 
ins�tu�ons statewide. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST supports) 

ENVIRONMENT 

SB-11, the Governor's Climate Resiliency bill: Authorizes municipali�es to establish "resiliency 
improvement districts", similar to transit improvement financing districts (TIFs) - to assist in 
financing infrastructure projects designed to protect against the impacts of climate change. Also 
1) Requires municipali�es to update Plans of Conserva�on & Development (POCD) to
incorporate measures to address climate resiliency, 2) Requires municipali�es to include a
climate change vulnerability assessment in the POCD, which may be done on a regional basis, 3)
Requires municipali�es to submit a report regarding the geoloca�on of each culvert and bridge
within the municipality, although the bill provides that this may be done on a regional basis, 4)
Updates the State Building Code to require buildings to be designed to provide greenhouse gas
emission reduc�on and climate change resiliency, and 5) Requires local zoning regula�ons to
address rising sea levels, extreme heat, and climate change. Status: Awaiting action by the
Senate. (COST opposes municipal mandates)

HB-5004 – Climate Change Impacts - Implements certain measures rela�ng to climate change 
including: 1) Advancing and implemen�ng the state’s goals for the reduc�on of greenhouse gas 
emissions; 2) Phasing out of the use of natural gas; 3) Making investments in renewable energy 
and green economy startup businesses; 4) Incen�vizing sustainable purchasing by local 
governments; 5) Enhancing the use of nature-based solu�ons to mi�gate climate change. 
Status: Referred from the House to the Appropriations Committee. (COST opposes municipal  
mandate to update POCD) 

SB-191 - Municipal Food Scrap Diversion Programs - Requires municipali�es to implement food 
scrap recycling programs by January 2028. The bill also eliminates the pilot programs that DEEP 
was funding to assist towns and schools in establishing food scrap collec�on and recycling 
programs. Note: An amendment has been filed which eliminates the food scrap mandate,  
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reinstates pilot programs, and uses RPIP funds for a waste characteriza�on study. Status: 
Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST supports the amendment) 

HB-5170 – Inland Wetlands Training - Requires all inland wetlands agency members and 
employees to complete the Department of Energy and Environmental Protec�on’s (DEEP) inland 
wetlands agency comprehensive training program, which is available online and free of charge. 
The bill requires members and employees serving an agency on January 1, 2025, to complete 
their ini�al training within one year from that date. Members and employees joining a�er that 
date must complete the training within one year a�er their appointment, elec�on, or hire. 
Status: Approved by the House, sent to the Senate. (COST opposes) 

HB-5226 - EPR Program for Consumer Bateries - Establishes a framework for statewide 
stewardship programs to manage the collec�on and recycling of certain bateries. It prohibits 
batery and batery-containing product producers who fail to par�cipate in a program from 
selling or distribu�ng the bateries or products in Connec�cut. Status: Awaiting action by the 
House. (COST supports) 

HB-5230 - Smoke Detectors - Prohibits the sale of any smoke detector that is powered solely by 
a batery unless such batery is nonreplaceable, nonremovable, and capable of powering the 
equipment for not less than ten years. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST monitoring) 

SB-292 – PFAS in Consumer Products - Prohibits the con�nued use of consumer products with 
inten�onally added PFAS, including apparel, carpets, or rugs; cleaning products; cookware; 
cosme�cs; dental floss; fabric treatments; children's products; menstrua�on products; tex�le 
furnishings; ski wax; or upholstered furniture. Also bans the use and sale of any biosolids or 
wastewater sludge that contains PFAS. Requires manufacturers to report to DEEP regarding PFAS 
included in products. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST supports) 

SB-338 – PFAS in Firefigh�ng Apparatus - Expands eligibility for grant funding to assist in 
removing PFAS from firefigh�ng apparatus. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST 
supports) 

SJ – 193 – Environmental Rights Amendment – Proposes a cons�tu�onal amendment to allow 
private ci�zens to bring lawsuits to challenge state and local laws and policies that may impair 
their right to clean air and water, and a healthful environment. Status: Approved by the GAE 
Committee, sent to the Senate. (COST opposes) 

GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS & ADMINISTRATION 

SB-441 - Elec�on Fraud - Creates a Municipal Elec�on Accountability Board and a process by 
which the board may exercise oversight of municipali�es in the administra�on of their elec�ons, 
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primaries, and referenda. Status: Approved by the GAE Committee, sent to the Senate. (COST 
opposes) 

HB-5498 – Elec�on Security - Requires municipali�es to install and monitor ballot boxes and 
includes several other recommenda�ons to enhance elec�on security. Status: Awaiting action 
by the House. (COST opposes unfunded mandate) 

SB-333 - Local Charter Revisions - Repeals prohibi�ons against a municipality modifying certain 
local charter provisions pertaining to (1) the process of eminent domain, and (2) the disposi�on 
of municipal property. However, the bill retains the prohibi�on against modifying planning & 
zoning commissions. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST supports) 

HB-5494 - Charter Ballot Ques�ons - Establishes standards for proposed charter and home rule 
ordinance amendment ballot ques�ons that create an unwieldy approval process. Status: 
Awaiting action by the House. (COST opposes) 

HB-5315 – Remote/Hybrid Municipal Mee�ngs - Requires municipal board and commission 
members to be on camera when vo�ng or speaking with certain excep�ons.  Currently, board 
and commission members may par�cipate by phone. Status: Awaiting action by the House. 
(COST opposes) 

SB-255 - Conflicts of Interest - Requires municipali�es that do not have an adopted conflict of 
interest provision to adopt such a provision and requires all municipali�es to submit a copy of 
such provision to the Office of State Ethics and post such provision on their Internet web site. 
Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST opposes) 

HOUSING 

SB-6 – Housing Growth - Creates a $50 million Housing Growth Fund to target addi�onal 
funding to support Transit-Oriented Development based on a housing growth score that renders 
smaller municipali�es ineligible. The Housing Growth Score is based on the number of dwelling 
units approved for construc�on within the municipality during the preceding fiscal year. SB-6 
also allows a housing authority to expand its jurisdic�on provided the affected municipality 
approves. Exempts from the property tax real property owned by, held in trust for, or leased to a 
municipality for workforce housing or affordable housing. Status: Awaiting action by the House. 
(COST evaluating) 

HB-5174 - Temporary Structures for Homeless & Refugees - Authorizes the as-of-right approval 
of not more than eight temporary prefabricated units of up to 400 square feet on any property 
owned by a religious organiza�on. The structures could be placed within 10 feet of a 
neighboring property for up to a year, although they must be 1000 feet from a school or 
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cemetery. The bill was amended to limit its applicability to municipali�es with a popula�on of 
25,000 or more. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST opposes) 

HB-5473 - Sewer Capacity Plans – Requires certain municipali�es to specify how they will 
provide sewer service to support the development of affordable housing. The requirement 
applies to any municipality where single family homes make up more than 50% of the housing 
stock. Under the bill, the plan must include the municipality’s 1) exis�ng and planned sewer 
service  area or areas, 2) exis�ng or planned lots that allow for use as mul�family housing, and 
3) alloca�ons for specific daily sewage flow rates that may provide infrastructure to support the
development of  mul�family housing. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST opposes)

HB-5474 – Housing Permit Data - Requires municipali�es to provide housing permit data to the 
Office of Responsible Growth even though similar data is already required to be provided to the 
state Department of Economic & Community Development. Status: Awaiting action by the 
House. (COST opposes) 

HB-5475 - (1) Limits the right to intervene in any proceeding involving a residen�al housing 
permit to abuters and property owners within 100 feet of the land iden�fied in the permit 
applica�on, (2) removes the right of protest against certain zoning changes by persons who do 
not own lots affected by such changes, (3) allows municipali�es to adopt ordinances exemp�ng 
developments in certain areas from review by the inland wetlands agencies, and (4) allows the 
as-of-right conversion of vacant nursing homes into mul�family housing. Status: Awaiting action 
by the House. (COST opposes) 

HB-5335 – Middle Housing Points - Provides municipali�es with one-quarter housing unit-
equivalent point towards its 8-30g moratorium for each middle housing unit developed as of 
right. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST supports) 

HB-5336 – Housing & Segrega�on Study – The bill, as approved by the Housing Commitee, 
includes provisions requiring the Dept. of Housing (DOH) to adopt a qualified alloca�on plan for 
federal low-income housing tax credits that priori�zes municipali�es based on (a) their need for 
affordable housing units, as determined in their fair share alloca�on, and (b) having no previous 
developments that received these tax credits. However, the bill is expected to be amended to 
eliminate these provisions and, instead, address issues rela�ng to DOH’s Rental Assistance 
Program.  

HB-5337 – Surety Bonds - (1) Requires developers to provide a surety bond in conjunc�on with 
their applica�on to build an affordable housing development under CGS § 8-30g; and (2) 
authorizes municipali�es to use tax increment district funds to renovate certain 8-30g deed-
restricted affordable housing in exchange for the owner renewing the development’s 
affordability restric�ons. Status: Awaiting action by the House.  
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SB-207 - Housing Authority Jurisdic�on - SB-207 authorizes a housing authority to expand its 
jurisdic�on without the approval or input of the municipality regarding the expanded area of 
jurisdic�on. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST opposes) 

SB-416 – Conversion of Commercial Buildings - Requires municipali�es to allow developers to 
convert commercial buildings fully or par�ally into residen�al developments as-of-right under 
their zoning regula�ons. It prohibits municipali�es from requiring the developer to correct any 
nonconforming use, structure, or lot. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST opposes) 

HB-5390 – Transit-Oriented Development - Gives priority for certain discre�onary municipal aid 
grants, including the Urban Act, Incen�ve Housing Zone, and Main Street programs, to 
municipali�es considered “qualifying bus or rapid transit communi�es” that adopt certain as-of-
right approvals for middle housing and certain developments that contain 10 or more dwelling 
units. Also directs the State Responsible Growth Coordinator to establish a fund for the 
expansion of water and sewerage infrastructure to assist municipali�es in expanding capacity to 
support TOC projects. No funding included. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST 
opposes) 

HB-5278 – Transit -Oriented Development – Provides funding for planning grants and other 
technical assistance to support TOD efforts in municipali�es. Status: Awaiting action by the 
House. (COST supports) 

LABOR & PENSION ISSUES 

SB-328 – Pension Offsets & Permanent Par�al Disability Benefits – Discourages claimants from 
returning to work because the amount they will be receiving in Workers’ Compensa�on benefits 
will be more than what they receive when employed. Claimants would also be eligible to 
receive addi�onal discre�onary benefits determined by the Workers’ Compensa�on 
Commission that vary based on the statutory Workers’ Compensa�on schedule. Status: 
Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST opposes) 

HB-5264 – Volunteer Fire Departments and Ambulance Companies and OSHA – Subjects 
volunteer fire departments and ambulance companies to state OSHA laws, imposing duplica�ve 
requirements on them. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST opposes) 

HB-5515 – Municipal Employees Re�rement System - to (1) establish a Municipal Employees 
Re�rement Commission, (2) provide for the credi�ng of employment of a municipal re�ree who 
accepts employment from a municipality that is not par�cipa�ng in the municipal employees' 
re�rement system, and (3) require the Comptroller to create a municipal defined contribu�on 
re�rement plan. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST supports) 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ISSUES 

X - 9

http://www.ctcost.org/


www.ctcost.org * Tel. 860-841-7350 * bgara@ctcost.org 

HB-5056 – Shared Services – Removes barriers in statute, collec�ve bargaining agreements and 
local charters that undermine efforts to enter into shared services agreements. Status: Awaiting 
action by the House. (COST supports with revisions) 

HB-5173 – Legal No�ces – Allows municipali�es to post legal no�ces on municipal websites 
rather than print newspapers. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST supports) 

SB- 227 – Municipal Websites - Requires municipali�es to move to .gov website domains by 
January 2026 to take advantage of greater cybersecurity protec�ons. Status: Awaiting action by 
the Senate. (COST evaluating) 

SB-226 –  Sealed Bid Threshold - Increases from $25,000 to $50,000 the threshold for sealed 
bids on municipal contracts.  Status: Approved by the Senate, sent to the House. (COST supports) 

SB-335 – Short Term Rentals – Authorizes municipali�es by vote of their legisla�ve body to 
adopt an ordinance requiring the licensure of short-term rental proper�es and regula�ng the 
opera�on and use of such proper�es. Also authorizes municipali�es to retain a consultant to 
develop the ordinance. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST evaluating) 

PROPERTY TAX ISSUES 

HB-5144 – Interest Rate on Delinquent Property Taxes - Reduces the interest rate from 18% to 
12% on unpaid municipal property tax, sewer, and water bills when a municipal tax collector 
files a lien on the property and assigns the lien. Status: Awaiting action by the House. (COST 
opposes) 

HB-5172 – MV Assessment – Revises legisla�on to implement changes to the assessment of 
motor vehicles, including basing assessments on the MSRP instead of NADA. Status: Awaiting 
action by the House. (COST monitoring) 

HB-5396 – Interest Rate on Delinquent Tax Bills - reduces the interest rate on delinquent 
property tax, sewer, and water bills from 18% to 12%. Status: Awaiting action by the House. 
(COST opposes) 

HB-5491 – Property Tax Exemp�on – Veterans with Service-Connected Permanent and Total 
Disability Ra�ng - Establishes a property tax exemp�on for veterans who have a service-
connected permanent and total disability ra�ng as determined by the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Status: Approved by the House, sent to the Senate. (COST 
opposes)  
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HB-5492 – Farm-related Property Tax Exemp�ons - To establish a property tax credit for certain 
farm-related capital expenses and increase the maximum property tax exemp�on threshold a 
municipality may approve for certain farm-related property. Status: Awaiting action by the 
House. (COST opposes) 

HB-5516 – Homestead Property Tax Exemp�on – Allows municipali�es, by vote of their 
legisla�ve bodies (or board of selectmen if the legisla�ve body is a town mee�ng), to provide a 
property tax exemp�on of between 5% and 35% of the assessed value of owner-occupied 
single-family homes and duplexes (including condos) that are the owner’s primary residence. 
Status: Awaiting action by the House.    

SB-149 – Foreclosure/Assignment of Unpaid Sewer Assessments - Prohibits the foreclosure and 
assignment of unpaid sewer assessments of less than $4,000, undermining efforts to collect 
unpaid sewer bills that are relied upon to fund opera�ons. Status: Awaiting action by the 
Senate. (COST opposes) 

SB-451 – Solar Property Tax Working Group - Establishes a working group to examine the 
property tax exemp�on under subdivision (57) of sec�on 12-81 of the general statutes for Class 
I renewable energy sources that are solar photovoltaic systems. Status: Incorporated into HB-
5232. (COST supports) 

SB-452 – Property Tax Appeals Process -  to (1) remove the ability of boards of assessment 
appeals to elect not to conduct an appeal for certain types of proper�es, (2) require assessors 
to provide certain informa�on before a board of assessment appeals hearing, (3) provide for 
media�on before a court may hear an appeal of the ac�on of a board of tax review or a board 
of assessment appeals, (4) increase the valua�on threshold for when an appraisal must be filed 
with the court for an appeal related to the valua�on of real property, and (5) replace the 
exis�ng penalty related to the submission of income and expenses informa�on by rental 
property owners with a penalty of five hundred dollars. Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST 
opposes)  

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY 

SB-3 – Drones – Beginning October 1, 2024, the bill bans the purchase of certain drones 
manufactured by foreign en��es and bans the opera�on of such drones by October 1, 2025. 
The bill also requires adherence to certain protocols in the use of such drones to protect against 
cybersecurity issues. Amended to require municipali�es to move to .gov website domains by 
2026. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate.  

SB-179 – Ambulance Reimbursement Rates – Allows paramedic services and ambulance 
providers to recover the actual costs of services by requiring insurance carriers to reimburse 
100% of the state rates. Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST supports) 
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HB-5413 – Street Takeovers – Allows municipali�es to destroy ATVs and dirt bikes that have 
been impounded under certain circumstances. Authorizes municipali�es to adopt an ordinance 
to fine individuals par�cipa�ng in, organizing, or viewing a street takeover. Strengthens 
enforcement of laws preven�ng street takeovers by imposing addi�onal fines and penal�es, 
including possible jail �me. Status: Approved by the House, sent to the Senate. (COST supports) 

SB-421- Police Reten�on & Recruitment – Includes numerous provisions to promote police 
recruitment and reten�on. However, the bill also includes provisions 1) allowing officers who 
re�re and remain POST-cer�fied to return to part- or full-�me employment as a police officer 
with the municipality while collec�ng his or her pension; and 2) exemp�ng $10,000 in property 
taxes on property belonging to or held in trust for a police officer who resides in a distressed 
municipality. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST supports/opposes in part) 

SB-422 – Firefighter Reten�on & Recruitment – Includes numerous provisions to promote 
firefighter recruitment and reten�on, such as tui�on assistance and mortgage assistance. The 
bill also requires any municipality that hires a firefighter from another municipality within two 
years of the firefighter comple�ng entry-level training to reimburse the ini�al hiring 
municipality 50% of the total training costs. Status: Awaiting action by the Senate. (COST 
evaluating) 

SB-453 – Noise Viola�on Monitoring – Permits a municipality to use photo noise viola�on 
monitoring devices to enforce laws prohibi�ng certain motor vehicle mufflers, instruments or 
devices that exceed the maximum allowable decibel level. Status: Awaiting action by the 
Senate. (COST supports) 

HB-5213 – Disconnected Youth – Includes several provisions to address concerns regarding 
disconnected youth, including requiring the Two-Genera�onal Advisory Board to develop a plan 
to address strategies to assist at-risk students and reengage individuals iden�fied as 
disconnected youth. The advisory board must collaborate with the Connec�cut Conference of 
Municipali�es and Connec�cut Council of Small Towns in developing the plan. Status: Awaiting 
action by the House. (COST supports) 
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